
Leave a woodland 
legacy

Issue29

Help where it's needed Success story  

Keeping you in touch with Perennial

The number of people we have helped and the 
complexity of the situations they have faced have 
increased in recent years. Perennial’s services have 
been in greater demand than ever over the past fi ve 
years due to factors such as the economic downturn 
and changes to the benefi ts system.

This increase also shows that more people are becoming aware of us 
and how we can help. Last year we assisted our clients in accessing over 
£1.43m in direct fi nancial support. 

Our Caseworkers and Debt Advisers have been spending more time helping 
each individual client as the nature of the problems faced has become 
increasingly complex, in part due to welfare reforms and more frequent 
reviews and medical assessments required. 

Sheila Thomson, Director of Services comments, “Many clients come to us 
with multiple problems - they may have had an accident or illness which has 
led to fi nancial diffi culties, then ended up facing unemployment, bankruptcy 
or eviction as their debts spiralled out of control.

One important message to share is that it is far better to get in touch with us 
sooner, so we can help before the situation gets worse.” 

There is still a misconception that Perennial only helps those that are 
retired but in 2014, 85% of new clients and 67% of all clients were below 
retirement age, demonstrating the challenges faced by many working 
people. We do of course continue to help people in retirement, among whom 
there was also a small increase last year.

Older people are less likely to seek out information online and so word of 
mouth is a vital communication tool. If you know anyone who is in need of 
help, please spread the word and help us reach them. 

Paul Hervey-Brookes 
designs Perennial 
Legacy Garden for
RHS Flower Show 
Tatton Park 
- See page 2 

Party for 
Perennial 
raises 
£22,000 

- See page 3

Stay in touch!
Follow us on Facebook (PerennialGRBS) or Twitter
(@PerennialGRBS) and keep up to date with the latest 
news on our website www.perennial.org.uk.

Our gardens are open 
for the 2015 season

For more information on Perennial and our services call 0800 093 8510
www.perennial.org.uk

 News

Can you help? Your donation will enable us to reach more 
vulnerable people who are facing hardship – thank you!

Enter your own 
chosen amount

£

Title: First Name: Surname:

Postcode: Home Tel: Mobile:

Date of Birth: Personal Email:

Home Address:

To join Friends of Perennial or become a friend of one of our gardens telephone 0800 093 8510.
Please tick this box if you WOULD like to receive a donation acknowledgement letter. 

Signature: Date:

We would like to keep you in touch with the work we’re doing through our newsletter, email, gift catalogues and other relevant information. We do not 
share your information with any third party. Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive these by: mail   email   phone   SMS 

Please return to: Perennial, PO Box 5004, Alton, Hampshire GU34 9DB
A company limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales no: 8828584 | Charity no: 1155156. Registered in Scotland | Charity no: SC040180.

Are you a UK tax payer? If yes, make every £1 you give 
to Perennial worth £1.25 by ticking this Gift Aid declaration. 
I would like Perennial to treat as Gift Aid all donations I make from the date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise. I can confi rm that I have paid or 
will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities 
or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and 
Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I have given on or after the date of this declaration. 

I would like Perennial to treat as Gift Aid all donations I make from the date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise. I can confi rm that I have paid or 

YPNEWS

Could pay for a horticulturist’s 
child to go on a school trip

Could pay for a care alarm to 
be installed for an elderly client

Could pay for essential items for 
an unfurnished fl at

Fill in the form below (enclosing a cheque), or telephone 
with your credit/debit card details: 0800 093 8792

I would like 
to help with 
a donation of:

£25 £50 £100

York Gate and Fullers Mill Garden have opened their 
doors to the public for the 2015 season. Both gardens 
will be open throughout the spring and summer until 
the end of September. 
At York Gate a programme of restoration and development is 
under way during 2015. Parts of the garden have been replanted 
and refreshed, our new café is open and soon construction of an 
education centre will be completed, providing valuable facilities to 
help the garden develop as a visitor attraction.

Both gardens have recently enjoyed coverage on national TV. Fullers 
Mill Garden featured on BBC Two’s Great British Garden Revival 
presented by James Wong who described the garden as “wall to 
wall horticultural inspiration.”  York Gate appeared on BBC One’s 
Glorious Gardens from Above presented by Christine Walkden, who 
said: “What’s beautiful is its intimacy – each little garden, you could 
imagine being in your own garden at home.”

Full visitor information can be found at: 
www.yorkgate.org.uk and www.fullersmillgarden.org.uk.

John Foley spoke at the recent Party for Perennial to 
describe how Perennial helped him and his family. 

John’s family business Holden 
Clough Nursery nearly went under 
when his father became ill in 2002. 
Perennial stepped in to help with 
fi nancial problems, paying for John’s 
driving lessons and helping him 
access funding so he could attend 
Askham Bryan Horticultural College 
to study Landscape and Garden 
Management. 

He says, "If Perennial hadn’t been 
involved in the early days, keeping the business going and helping 
support my interest in horticulture, I don’t know where we would 
be today. Now I have a wonderful future - I run the nursery, 
garden, restaurant, and Holden Clough Landscapes employs over 
40 people in total. All down to Perennial's help in the early days."

John has now been running the business with his partner Kate 
Lawson since 2009. In 2012, John was named BBC Young 
Gardener of the Year and he has won three gold medals at RHS 
Flower Show Tatton Park.

Read about other people who have been helped by Perennial at 
www.perennial.org.uk/success-stories

Clippings

New staff:
Adam Bowley has joined Perennial as Head Gardener at York 
Gate. Adam is particularly interested in woodland gardens, 
herbaceous perennials and roses and is looking forward 
to developing the garden and planting at York Gate in the 
experimental style of the Spencer family.

Chris Crooker has been appointed as Events Manager in 
the Marketing and Development Team. She has extensive 
experience in event project management for charities. She will 
be involved with organising HortAid and other events.

We are also delighted to announce that Helen Waddington 
has taken up the new role of Head of Casework, refl ecting the 
increasing demands on our Services Team.

Three Men Went to Mow 
for Perennial
Three of horticulture’s cheekiest chappies have made Perennial 
the subject of a video. James Alexander-Sinclair, Joe Swift and 
Cleve West star in Three Men went to Mow: Searching for a 
Centrefold, the latest instalment of their amusing YouTube saga.

In it they are tasked to fi nd the star of the next Perennial Naked 
Gardeners calendar and attempt to pull in favours from their 
gardening friends.

Watch it via our Perennial YouTube channel
(www.youtube.com/PerennialGRBS)
to see which unlikely candidate volunteers to help.

Percy Jeffries
Perennial was sad to learn of the passing 
of Percy Jeffries at the age of 95. Percy 
was Chairman of the charity in the early 
1990s and played a key role when Sybil 
Spencer bequeathed York Gate Garden.

Our condolences go to his family 
and friends.

‘After work’ hours for helpline: 
Our main advice helpline is now open late once a month to 
give people the chance to speak to an adviser after work. 
The Casework Advice Line opens from noon-8.30pm on the fi rst 
Wednesday of every month and other weekdays from 8.30am-
5pm. Our Debt Advice Line already offers extended opening every 
Wednesday from noon-8.30pm, making it easier for people to get 
in touch at a time that suits them.

Casework Advice Line: 0800 093 8543
Debt Advice Line: 0800 093 8546

You can still purchase a 
tree at Dunorlan Park in 
Tunbridge Wells as part 
of the woodland planted 
to mark Perennial’s 175th 
anniversary. 
Sodexo Horticultural Services, who 
are a Platinum Perennial Partner, 
donated 175 trees last year and 
the wood is due to be opened 
to the public in late spring/early 
summer. Trees cost £20, all of 
which goes to Perennial.
Anyone who buys one will 
have their name added to a 
commemorative plaque in the 
park. The trees can be bought in 
memoriam or as a gift. Visit the 
Perennial online shop to buy a tree 
and help leave a lasting legacy – 
www.perennial.org.uk/trees.

Fullers Mill Garden

York Gate Garden

Eleven brave volunteers have been preparing for the thrill of a lifetime 
– all to raise money for HortAid 2015! 
They’re the fi rst people to skydive for 
Perennial – jumping from 10,000 feet 
out of an aeroplane over the Suffolk 
countryside on 2 May. And to mark World 
Naked Gardening Day (which is on that 
day) two of our “Grubby Gardeners”, 
Michael Perry and David Lewis, are 
promising to jump with not much more 
than the parachute on!

They're joined by more Perennial 
supporters and other members of the 
"Grubby Gardeners" fundraising team, 
Perennial's Director of Marketing and 
Development Anita Bates, plus RHS Gold 
medal winning garden designer Adele 
Ford, who says:

“I have a big love for all things 
horticulture, so I feel it is important to 
support Perennial, the only charity 
dedicated to people in need of help from 
all disciplines within horticulture.”

You can sponsor our wonderful team 
of parachutists via our JustGiving 
page. Head to www.justgiving.com/
Perennial and pick your favourite 
skydiver from there!

If you want to follow in their footsteps, 
we’ve got places available for skydives 
across the country throughout the year. 
Email our HortAid team for more details at
hortaid@perennial.org.uk. 

Adam Bowley Chris Crooker Helen Waddington

Taking the plunge for Perennial



New Ambassador leads 
Perennial Partners push 
Perennial has appointed its fi rst offi cial Ambassador to 
help promote the charity’s Partner scheme among UK 
trade contacts. 
Mark Gregory of Landform 
Consultants has taken on the role 
and, as Chair of the Association 
of Professional Landscapers and 
Director of the Horticultural Trades 
Association, he is exceptionally well 
placed to lend his support.

Speaking about his new role, Mark 
says, “The more I hear about the 
work that Perennial does, the more 
impressed I am, and the more 
convinced I am that we should all 
be Perennial Partners. These guys 
support us when the going gets tough, so we should support them.” 

Membership of the Partner scheme has gone from strength to 
strength over the past year. Glendale Managed Services and Wych 
Cross Nursery are the latest companies to come board as Platinum 
Partners, joining The Outdoor Room, Quadron Services Ltd and Sodexo 
Horticultural Services. They are all committed to an annual donation, 
enabling Perennial to plan and grow essential services to support 
horticulturists in need.

Becoming a Perennial Partner allows you to show support at the level 
appropriate for your business (Platinum, Gold, Silver or Bronze). Simply 
select the donation level you want to commit to and sign up online or 
send us a cheque, better still set up a standing order to show your 
commitment on an ongoing basis.

Find out more at www.perennial.org.uk/workwithus where you 
can see a video of Mark Gregory and David Dodd of The Outdoor 
Room talking about the Perennial Partner scheme, or call us for an 
information leafl et on 0800 093 8510.

A resounding success, the inaugural Party for Perennial raised £22,000 in funds that will help 
horticulturists and their families during times of need. Over 300 people from across the horticulture industry 
attended the event on Thursday 15 January at The Roof Gardens in Kensington. "Thank you!"

Inaugural Party for Perennial 
raises £22,000 and kicks off 
a new year of fundraising

Mark Gregory of Landform Consultants

Get involved with HortAid 2015 
Join a team, donate to a challenge or organise 
your own event as part of HortAid or Go Green 
for HortAid (1-14 September 2015).

April
One Man, Two Marathons in Two Weeks
Nigel Bowcock of Acre Landscapes Ltd (and a BALI board 
member) truly went the extra mile for HortAid, running both 
the Brighton and London Marathons within a fortnight! He's 
already raised over £2,700, but you can still help. Donate at 
www.justgiving.com/Nigel-Bowcock1

Dirty Dozen Races 
The Grubby Gardeners were back in the mud as some 
familiar faces and new fundraisers tackled the daunting 
12km obstacle course in Paddock Wood, Kent. You can still 
sponsor them at www.justgiving.com/teams/grubby-
gardeners

May
Integritas 3 Peaks Challenge 
A team from Integritas Landscapes is tackling the 3 Peaks 
Challenge for Perennial on 22-23 May. They will climb Ben 
Nevis, Scafell Pike and Snowdon in the space of just 24 
hours and want to raise £10,000. Sponsor them at:
justgiving.com/Integritas-Landscapes

July 
The British 10K London 
Run the British 10K London for Perennial on 12 July, and 
join over 20,000 people running through the capital. We 
have limited places available. Minimum sponsorship is 
£175 + £25 registration fee. 

September
Go Green for HortAid will take place from 1-14 September 
and we are looking for as many people as possible to 
pledge their support. As part of HortAid you can get muddy 
on the Nuts Challenge in Surrey (5 September), be a part 
of the London to Brighton bike ride (6 September), or 
sign up for a Perennial Skydive at various UK airfi elds to 
raise money – and your heart rate! Or you can do your own 
thing and make Go Green even bigger and better than 
last year!

P L A T I N U M

Perennial is Charity Partner for 
major industry awards
Having the support of industry trade membership bodies 
is a great way to raise awareness of Perennial, while 
raising funds to help support its vital services.

In recent months Perennial is pleased to have been the Charity 
Partner at the BALI National Landscape Awards, the Society of Garden 
Designers Awards, the UK Grower and Garden Retail Awards and 
the Association of Professional Landscapers Awards; providing an 
opportunity to tell members about how Perennial can support them 
and their employees.

Over £3,300 has been raised - a big thank you to everyone
who donated!

Gardening World Cup winner and RHS Gold Medal 
winning designer Paul Hervey-Brookes has received 
approval for his large-scale Perennial Legacy Garden at 
the RHS Flower Show Tatton Park in July. 

The garden will demonstrate 
the important relationship that 
estate gardens have with their 
gardeners – and highlights 
the unique role Perennial 
continues to play in helping all 
horticulturists in times of need.

Paul says, “I am thrilled that my 
design has been accepted. It’s 
an honour to be associated with 
Perennial for the show.”

Perennial will launch its new 
campaign to promote Gifts in Wills and In Memoriam gifts at RHS 
Tatton - an important source of future income and a fi tting tribute to 
all supporters of the 176 year old charity.

Perennial is also involved with a show garden being created for the 
RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show, which starts on 30 June.

Jean Wardrop and Alex Stevenson have created A Growing Obsession, 
inspired by the romantic Victorian English Garden, and the work 
of Jane Loudon, whose writing during the period helped to make 
gardening accessible to the public, particularly women. The garden is 
being sponsored by Yardley London.

Anita Bates, Director of Marketing and Development, says: “These 
gardens refl ect a tradition of support for a charity born in the Victorian 
era from the estates and country houses of Great Britain. They are as 
inspirational today as they would have been in the 19th century.”

For more details on the gardens visit our website:
www.perennial.org.uk/news.

As well as our show garden involvement Perennial will have 
trade stands at RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show 
(G/124), RHS Chelsea Flower Show (MR/7) and at Tatton, 
adjacent to our garden.

See you there!

Join the Club 
Perennial is delighted to be one of the charity partners 
selected by our friends at London Stone to benefi t from their 
new Trade Club.

They’re donating £5 to Perennial for every organisation or 
sole trader that signs up.

Find out more at 
www.londonstone.co.uk/tradeclub 

Two show gardens to showcase 
Perennial this summer

Garden designer Andrew Fisher-Tomlin hosted the auction 
and raffl e with some fantastic prizes up for grabs including; 
three nights’ accommodation at the Kasbah Tamadot, near 
Marrakech, donated by Virgin Limited Edition, a week’s 
accommodation at the fabulous Chateau de Rochbonne 
provided by Catherine Broughton, a night’s luxury Bed 
and Breakfast at Hever Castle donated by Hever Castle 
and Gardens and a dress worn by Kim Wilde on Stars In 
Their Eyes donated by Kim Wilde and modelled on the 
night by Anita Bates, Perennial’s Director of Marketing and 
Development. The auction alone raised over £7,000. 

Wonderful music and a fantastic display of close-up and 
cabaret style magic was provided by Simon Bates on 
sax, Harry ‘The Piano’ and Faye Presto. 

A host of well-known faces and regular supporters from 
around the UK horticulture industry turned out in support 
of Perennial including Rachel de Thame, James Wong, Jim 
Buttress, Andy McIndoe, Rosy and Rob Hardy, Lewis and Sara 
Normand of Coblands Nursery, The Grubby Gardeners and the 
Three Peaks Extreme Challenge team.

The Perennial Champion awards were presented on 
the night to those fundraisers and supporters who, over 
the years, have gone the extra mile to raise money and 
awareness of Perennial and the important role it plays for 
UK horticulturists.
More information about the Party for Perennial and the 
Perennial Champion awards can be found online.
Visit www.perennial.org.uk/party-kicks-off-hortaid.www.perennial.org.uk/party-kicks-off-hortaid.

Venue: The Roof Gardens, Kensington

Garden designer Andrew Fisher-Tomlin hosted the auction Garden designer Andrew Fisher-Tomlin hosted the auction Garden designer Andrew Fisher-Tomlin hosted the auction 

For further details visit hortaid.org.uk or 
email: hortaid@perennial.org.uk.
Donate at www.justgiving.com/hortaid-2015 
or text: HORT15 + £amount to 70070 to donate 
up to £10.   


