
to help everyone facing challenges 
in horticulture

DO YOUR OWN 
FUNDRAISING



Perennial has a legacy of over 185 years. We’re committed to strengthening 
and supporting the industry.

Whatever you do, and however you raise funds for us, your efforts will 
enable us to:

Perennial has always held a special 
place in my heart. I’ve seen first-hand 
the impact their work has on people’s 

lives. It’s a real honour to be asked 
to step into this ambassador role and 
help carry the message further and 
to play my part in ensuring no one in 

horticulture faces hardship alone.

Mark Gregory,
Perennial’s Trade Ambassador has this 

to say about the charity:

How you will help
This pack has been specifically designed to support 
you on your fundraising journey. 

Inside, you will find helpful resources, tips and 
guidance to make the most of your efforts, from 
how to process donations and claim Gift Aid to 
essential fundraising do’s and don’ts. 

Whether you’re planning a community event or 
taking on a personal challenge, we’re here to help 
you succeed. 

By raising funds and awareness, and by sharing 
your story, you’re helping us to build better futures 
for people facing challenges and their families.

Perennial is proud to be the charity of the 
horticultural industry across the UK. We have a 
unique understanding of the challenges people 
face, and are able to be there when they need us, 
offering practical, tailored support that reflects the 
realities of working in horticulture today.

Welcome

•	� Provide support for 
individuals and their
families when they need us
and for however long they need us.

• Offer our Helpline and
Digital services,
for immediate advice
and information.

• Have dedicated teams
focussing on health and
wellbeing, financial resilience
and strengthening the community.

 
•	� Listen and learn from our 

community to better support
the industry now and
in the future.
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Thank you

It was a relief to 
speak to you, thank 

you for listening.
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If you are part of a team wanting to make a difference, 
you can find inspiration here.

Think of ways to encourage your colleagues to give, such 
as “donate if you’re late” scheme, hosting an office quiz 
or opting for a classic bake sale to raise the funds.

Make your mark by sponsoring an event for Perennial.

Looking to put together a team for a sponsored challenge? Whether 
it’s hiking in the Lake District, cycling London to Brighton, taking on 
a mud run, or joining a dragon boat race, we’ll point you in the right 
direction to get the best out of your challenge.

Not sure where to start? As an individual
you can make a huge impact

Workplace Collect 

Sponsorship 

Team Challenges

Whether you’re running 50K in a 
month, swimming a set distance, 
hitting your step target, or taking on 
another personal goal — you can 
raise funds and stay motivated along 
the way.

In 2020 Jo and Peter decided to raise funds for Perennial by 
rescuing plants from their local nurseries and selling them 
in their local village store. Within four years they were able 
to raise over £20,000 for Perennial, and all their amazing 
fundraising efforts have been recognised with the charity’s 
Silver Shovel Spotlight Award. 

Personal Goal 

Welcome friends into your 
garden and host a coffee 
morning or party to raise funds.

Tea & Chat 

From skydiving to cycling, milestone 
challenges are a great way to push your 
limits for a good cause. We’ll connect 
you with trusted partners like Charity 
Challenge to help you get started. 
Dream big and make a difference.

Go Big 

Organise a day for swapping plants, 
gifts, clothes or other items with 
friends. Set a suggested donation 
amount like £5 or £10.

Swap and Shop 

Boost your team’s efforts by matching the money they raise.
(Ask your bosses to match your target or match to a certain limit.)

Match Funding 

We were pleased to support Perennial and their Kick 
for a Cause fundraising initiative. It’s been a fantastic 
opportunity to promote wellbeing through sport and 
make a positive impact in the process.

ICL helped sponsor our Kick for a Cause event in 2025:

If you have another idea, feel free to call us or email us at 
fundraise@perennial.org.uk

Celebrate your birthday by raising 
funds and awareness for Perennial. 
You can easily do this using your 
social media page.

Birthday 
Fundraising 

4
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4 simple steps
to fundraising 
success
Whether you’re looking to recruit a team to take on a 
challenge or host a fundraising event, your success is 
four short steps away.

The most important 
thing about Perennial 
is them just being 
there, visible in the 
background. Knowing 
that if and when people 
need help and support, 
they can contact 
Perennial’s helpline 
or check out their free 
online tools - they 
are there offering 
advice and support on 
anything, at any time.

Tips for
fundraising online

SAVE
THE DATE  

1

Pick your date, start 
planning and speak to 

us for support. 

Use social media, email, 
posters or word of mouth

to gather support.

2 SPREAD
THE

WORD 

3
START 

FUNDRAISING
Set up an online fundraising 

page ahead of your challenge, 
which you can do on Just 

Giving, to encourage donations 
and grow support.

TALK
TO US

4

We would love to share 
your story, even after 

your fundraiser, to 
inspire others to 

support us.

Darren Stobbart
Founder and Managing 
Director of The Plantman & Co 
and dedicated supporter
of Perennial said this
of the charity:

Being able to challenge 
ourselves and prove that 
we can tackle anything 
was great, but to connect 
with like-minded peers 
was a lovely reminder 
that we are part of 
a wider endearing 
community. If you have 
the time or enthusiasm 
to help others, we highly 
recommend signing up 
for their next challenge!

Nathan Day
Managing Director of
Plan & Plant, whose team 
Firewalked for Perennial 
shares his experience:

2. Tell your story
Explain why you’re fundraising and what 
it means to you. A photo and a personal 
message go a long way. JustGiving will 

automatically fill this in for you but a 
personal touch always helps.

3. Set a goal
Give people something to aim for!
Whether it’s £100 or £1,000, having a target 
encourages support.

4. Share, share, share
Post your page on social media, email it to friends and 

family, and don’t be shy about reminding people.

5. Say thanks
A simple thank you message or update means 
the world to your supporters, and it might 
inspire more donations.

1. Choose your 
online platform
Pick a site like JustGiving or GoFundMe.
These platforms are quick to set up and easy to share.

THANK 
YOU!

I was very worried 
and in shock when I 
spoke to you, and it 
was making me feel 
very low. You really 

helped me feel
more positive.
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Things to remember Clive’s story - the impact
of ill health in horticulture

Gift Aid throughout
Gift Aid allows us to claim
an additional 25p for every £1
donated by a person who has
completed a valid Gift Aid declaration
•	 For personal donations, Gift Aid can be 

claimed automatically via JustGiving.

•	 If donating through our online platform, 
tick the Gift Aid box and we will be able 
to claim it.

Before you start fundraising, make sure you dot the I’s and 
cross the T’s so that you are safe, legal and ready to go.

Collections
We do not permit door to door 
collection so please avoid this 
as part of your fundraising.
•	 For public collections, 

obtain a licence from your 
local council. 

•	 For collections on private 
property (e.g. at the 
office, at a garden party) 
get permission from the 
property owner. 

Branding
If you are planning on using our 
Perennial Logo on any printed 
or published materials, contact 
us first. We’ll provide approved 
logos, wording, and guidance to 
ensure everything is correct.
fundraise@perennial.org.uk

Raffles & Lotteries 

Prize draws, raffles, and lotteries
are subject to strict rules.
•	 Check the latest advice at 

gamblingcommission.gov.uk
•	 If your raffle is taking place during a 

non-commercial event, and tickets 
are sold and drawn on the premises 
during the event, you do not need a 
licence. 

Food And Drink
Visit food.gov.uk for food hygiene 
regulations and check to see if 
you need a licence to sell alcohol.

Licensing
Planning on having 
entertainment, like a band or 
singer? You may need a licence.
Contact your local authority and 
speak to us if you need
any guidance.

Health And Safety 
A risk assessment will keep 
everyone safe. You may want to 
consider insurance and first aid 
depending on your event.
You can download an example
risk assessment template
on our fundraising page. 

For over 25 years, Clive ran a successful 
landscaping and gardening business, 
building a loyal client base purely 
through word of mouth.

I loved it,” he says. “Being 
outdoors, working with plants - 
it was where I was meant to be.

However, multiple surgeries, chronic 
pain and frustration left him isolated and 
unsure of how to move forward. 

It worried me that it happened 
so quickly. At first, I tried to stay 
positive. But it got harder. It felt 
like I was sinking.

Unable to work, finances dwindled and 
stress mounted. The physical pain was 
constant. The emotional toll, just as heavy. 

You go from being active every day
to hardly managing the basics.
My partner and I were near
breaking point.

Clive got in contact with us and that 
first conversation marked a turning 
point. He went from feeling isolated 
and overwhelmed to supported and 
understood. What had seemed daunting at 
first quickly became the first step toward 
regaining some control over his situation.

Don’t be afraid to reach out. I left it 
longer than I should have.

Perennial took most
of the pressure off and took

the stress out of that side
of things.

Just a bit of help can make 
you feel so much better.

Clive
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Any money you raise online through a charity fundraising 
website will come directly to us, along with any Gift Aid that 
we can claim. If you collected your money in any other way 
and would like to send it to us, you can:

Paying in your donations Checklist
We know this information can be a lot to take in so we have 
created a checklist to help you keep on track.

Decide how you want to fundraise
and let us know

Ask any colleagues if they want to be involved 

Choose your fundraising target

Set up an online fundraising page

Spread the word – share stories through 
social media and tag us @perennialGRBS 

Ask people to Gift Aid their donations – 
online fundraising pages can do this for you

Update your supporters, let them know your 
progress by sharing videos and pictures

Pay in your money using one of the easy ways 
listed in this pack

Share your story with us to help inspire 
others at fundraise@perennial.org.uk

CHECKLIST

Visit perennial.org.uk/ways-
to-donate. Don’t forget to tell us 
how your money was raised.

Donate
securely
online 

You can call us on
01372 373962 to make a debit
or credit card donation.

Over the 
phone 

Please send a cheque made payable to 
“Perennial” with your name and how 
you raised the money to Fundraising 
Team, Perennial, 115-117 Kingston 
Road, Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 7SU

Our bank details are:
Account Name: Gardeners 
Royal Benevolent Society
Lloyds Bank
Account #: 39013860
Sort Code: 30-65-41

Donate
by post

By Bank 
Transfer 

£

You left me feeling hopeful 
that there is help, as my work 

means a great deal to me.
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Share
your story
Why not let everyone know what 
you’ve done to help the charity and 
inspire others to do the same.  

We’d love to hear from you so feel 
free to share your story by emailing
fundraise@perennial.org.uk

Perennial (Gardeners’ Royal Benevolent Society) is a company limited by guarantee, 
registered in England and Wales (Company No. 08828584). It is a registered charity 
in England and Wales (Charity No. 1155156) and in Scotland (Charity No.SC040180). 
Registered office: 115-117 Kingston Road, Leatherhead, Surrey, KT22 7SU. Authorised 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FRN: 694883).

And remember, 
please spread 
the word that
we are here

to help

To find out more about Perennial,
all our free services and how we 
can help you or someone you know, 
simply head to perennial.org.uk

You can call the Helpline on
0800 093 8543+

Or use our online form at
perennial.org.uk/contact-form

+ Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9am–4.30pm 
and Wednesday 10am–4.30pm. Excludes bank holidays.

How we help


