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Years, sormetimes decaddes, to makea'gréat garden
imoriths for entrapyto setineAt York Gate, Leeds.,
Jamies Alexander-Sinclair
Phitograpls I}}' Clive:Nichols :
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Yellow News...
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N the 1850s, Fred and Sybil Spencer
bought a stern stone farmhouse sur-
roamddid by a feld and an orchard o few
miles from Leeds. Over the next 40
vears, they and thelr only son, Robin, trans
formed that scrap of land into York Gz
Fred died in 1963 and Robin stepped in G
take prime responsibility for the garden.
Sybil was o talented plantswoman, but it was
Robin's eye for detall that ook the garden
into the premiber division
Thie origtinal grdien wies litths mone than an
acre, bt into that acre they packed a whaole
series of treasures—it is like a magician’s
hat from which yet another surprise is plocked
as you furn every corner, Al the entrance
gatir, you are greeted by a shaggy specimen
of weeping Wellingtonia {Sequoiaderdron

{1

gigantenm ‘Pendula’), which looks like
a benkgn orangutan, N sctly what one
expecis in a farmhouse garden, but there is
nothing here that i commonplace orF mian-.
dane. From the gate, you are subtly directed
vin a path of Yorkstone setis (all the hard
landscaping here s immaculate
n stone fetishist would be kept happy for
muny howirs) tnto the original orchard where,
saddly, only one magnifioent apphe tree remains

Then it is a constant parade of dells, alleds,
avegetable garden, herbs, pathways, pomds,
sculptures and, of course, plenty of extra-
ordinary plants. The layout ks instinctive
and makes the site seem much larger than
it i=, but the more you explore, e mone you
find. This is a garden carrying a Llittle pinch
of Japanese inflluence, a barrowload afl

detailed—

30f6

cocentricity and a generous sprinkling
of no-nonsense Yorkshire cle
Sadly, Robin died at the eardy age of 47 in
1882 and Sybil dechded to leave the garden to
the horticultural charity Perennial whien she
followed him in 1994, For those unfamiliar
with Perennial, it has a long history, having
Degun as thee Gardeners Boyal Benevolent st
tution in 1530 with the purpose of helping
gardeners and their families in times of crisis
—wherther dhse to bereavemant, ilkniss or fnin-
cial distress. This is still its purpose and i
haws, unsurprisingly, been parthculardy active
over Uhe past year. The charity now has three
gardens—thwe
in Herefordshine, keft to it by Sir Roy Strong
["Seenes and ;qlf-'arrh-ua"_ Augruzi 19, 20000
-of whibch York Gate is the most establishisd

YOETNOSS.

i recent being The Laskent
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Like any good ganden, York Gate does not
stay still and has been expanding in both
acreage and inlleence. About four years ago,
Lhe charity was lucky enough Lo recruit Ben
Preston as the new head gardener. He had
been working as a vegetable gardener at
Ay End neesir SaafTron Walden in Essex unil
chanes took him toa course at Great Dixter,
Enst Sussex, where, over a weekend, his gar-
dening life and philosophy changed forover

Since his arrival at York Gate, his energy
s whisked everybody off their feet. He has
buiilt m pight-knit team, which is augmented
by 150 volunteers. He deseribes i as “lke
having S auntbes’—which contributes Lo the
warm, family feeling that is instantly poer
coeptible o every visitor. Most importantly,
there i3 a two-year apprenticeship team,

6 It is important to show
people that gardening
is a worthwhile and
satisfying career 9

% Perennial has widened its alms to inclade
Lhe training of new gardencrs, as wiell as
helping gardeners in troable.

‘It is really important, says Mr Preston,
‘that we take cvery opporiunity to try and
show peogle thal gardening is such a worth-
whille and satisfying career. It is our inlen
thom 1o send skilled, enithusiastic and prog.
erly paid horticuliurists oot into the world
Thaey will do amazing things in Lhe Future

4 0f 6

Proceding pages: This Old Orehard, with an oversized Victorian ironwork jardinkere by the
teardrop-shaped pond, Lo| The exotic Dell Garden. Shultlecock ferns, martagon lilkes,
hostas and rodgersia thrive. Al Topiary forms in the Herb Ganden. fion: The Pavement
Maze by Robin Spencer, whose eye for detall took the ganden into the premier division

For kim, the Spencer inheritance s sacrad
s0 he preserves and reveres all the classic
features of York Gate: the amazing espalbered
cedar—"the best tree in the garden’—the
towering yows clipped into spinnakers, the
gravel path with the granite sett diamonds
{an bdea | have plundered on maore than one
oecasion) and the well-stocked vegetable
gardien. Bt b does not hies
layess to the planting—he and his team are
all plant nerds who get whisked info rapiures
by a rare Nower. You can bear the rising pas-
sion in his vobee as he lisis the moli-seamed

o gucded Fre

Jll,L[ll“'\g i ofe section of one bonder
‘Every bed needs (o work its socks of, he
proclabms. Here we have amsonias, bistorts
and prinmulas, but underme aresnowdnops,
erocus amd narcissus; waiting in the =

s}

->
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\bove: Millstones sel into the gravel in the White Garden lead to a stone sundial. The
hard landscaping at York Gate has inspired many garden makers. fofon Succulents and
small treasures ane grown in pots or tucked into cracks in the stone in the Paved Garden

wings are lgularias, astilbses, aruncs, pod
gersia amnd lobelias and over the
in only a couple of square yards, It is like
listening to Hatty describs: the plenie in Thi
Wind im the Willows

Perennial recently bought the adjoining

“and this

Hieelel il oo tiagge, adding a whole new sectbon
to thee garden. There is o bustling cafe sl
a bulging plant centee (that Mr Preston calls
‘a sweet shop') overlooking o new garden
supch s ks seldom (ifever) seen in Yorkshire.
There is o lurge, stone-lined cinehe—provid
ing & space large enough (o ‘comioriably
accomimadate & group of people for talks and
tors'—surrotireded by a rock-strewn ganden
mibe of sapud ||4|[v|||;|!|-1| with cascades of
speictes tulkps {(Tulipa clusiana and T, aci

myinada, in parthcular), Peeomnis x smonullis
aconiums and aloes, More like the Almerian
desert than aorthern Engl:uu! this is very
conrageous and innovative borticuliure
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York Gate ks a garden with many feets, all
based on an strong underlying
which mre slathered truly exg

A Minal introdusc b

design, upon
isite plants.
asoEnl mechow

‘an amazing place wo be as e sun rises’
Paths have been mown through the longer
grass, dividing the field into areas according
to thedir fertility 1o encourage U camassias
aml inerease the fritillaries in the damper
parts. Orchids, plg nuts and yellow rattle
hawve been sown across the site,

Every good garden needs to keep chang-
Ing and this s yet another layer o York Gute
It will bex Mr Preston's legacy amd one can
oaly hape that, for the sake of Perennial, the
garden amnd the community of locals and
vishtors, that the talented Mr Preston bs not
going anywhere in a hurry. s
York Gate Garden and Nursery, Lecds,
West Yorkshive, are open until October 31
e, '.u'l'u'rlnl'rlf arg, k)

s the

61t is like listening
to Ratty describe the
picnic in The Wind

The plantlist

Six favourites chosan

by head gardaner

Ben Presion

Asonium undulatum
Asoniums do much of
thedr growing in th winter,
50 Mr Preston plants them
in the warm gréenhouse
babons bringing them oul
into the sand garden when
tha frosts havwe gone
Hebe hulkeana Also
known as New Zealand
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lilac, this tiny evergreen
varaly i excellent agains!
a shaltared wal

Paeonia x smouthii This
has beautiful, firsshy fili-
greed foliage and swantly
scanted red fiowers in lala
speing. Pecnias ganerally
hate baing movad, 5o ba
sure you get it in the right
placa first time

Rosa ‘Eskimo’ Ona

of the few roses at Yok
Gata, ‘The best nosa aves,”
opines Mr Prasion, long

http://www.cla.co.uk (for books and magazines) or other copyright body.

One of the classic features of York Gate is the extracrdinary espaliered cedar, "the
best tree in the garden,’ according to head gardener Ben Preston, an alumnus of Great
Dixter. He heads a brilliant team, which is augmented by 150 enthusiastic volunteers

fiowening, with llawioss
foliage and great Scen!
The only probiem i that

il s tricky 1o find

Salvia afrocyanea

A magnificent sahia from
Bolhaia that grows 1o about
ot tall, with dark and sultry
blue fowers from late
summer info auburmn
Tulip praestans
‘Fusilier’ A bright-red
miuiti-fowerad SPOCIES
tulip=tachnically, more
puardsman than fusilier
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