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Perennial Gardens – created with love, cared for by Perennial 

Perennial owns and maintains two beautiful gardens - York Gate Garden near Leeds and 
Fullers Mill Garden in Suffolk. A third garden, The Laskett in Herefordshire was bequeathed 
to Perennial by Sir Roy Strong in 2015.  

 
Photo: © John Whitaker 

York Gate Garden will re-launch this spring following an exciting programme of restoration and 
development. Over the past year the charming one-acre garden has been replanted and refreshed 
and a new gift shop, tea room and events centre have been created. An event to mark the official 
opening of the garden will take place on Wednesday 23 March, ahead of its opening to the public for 
the 2016 season on Easter Sunday.  

York Gate is regarded as one of the UK’s best small gardens, designed in the Arts & Crafts style by the 
Spencer family during the 20th century. Made up of a series of outdoor rooms and totaling just one 
acre, it is this intimate scale that makes the garden relatable to visitors, providing them with practical 
inspiration to take home and recreate in their own gardens. The investment by Perennial into first 
class facilities for the garden, along with a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, is enabling it to 
develop from being a private hidden gem into a notable visitor attraction that attracts thousands of 
visitors each year.  
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Photo: © Marcus Harpur 

Fullers Mill Garden near Bury St Edmunds is the life’s work of Bernard Tickner, who has spent over 
50 years developing the seven-acre garden in an enchanted spot on the banks of the River Lark. It will 
open for the 2016 season on Friday 1st April.  

Bernard Tickner moved to Fullers Mill in 1958 and began creating the garden in what was an area of 
rough scrub and woodland. He has established a plantsman’s paradise of rare and unusual shrubs, 
perennials, lilies and marginal plants occupying a beautiful woodland site. The garden was entrusted 
to Perennial in 2013 in order to secure its future. Bernard Tickner had placed it in a charitable trust a 
decade ago and he continues to fully fund the garden. 
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Photo: © Jonathan Myles-Lea 

Last year historian, writer and garden designer Sir Roy Strong agreed to bequeath The Laskett 
Gardens to Perennial. The Laskett Gardens have been described as the largest formal gardens to be 
created in England since 1945.  

Sir Roy Strong and his late wife, the designer Julia Trevelyan Oman purchased the house and the 
undeveloped four acre site between Hereford and Ross-on-Wye in 1973. Inspired by great gardens 
such as Hidcote, those of baroque Italy and of Tudor and Stuart England, they embarked on designing 
and planting the incredible garden visible today.  

This is a garden of rooms underpinned by dramatic vistas and elements of surprise, which draw the 
visitor through the terrain, which uniquely abounds with autobiographical and historical references. 

The garden will be left to Perennial with a generous endowment to ensure its maintenance for years 
to come and it will open to visitors for periods of the year.  
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VISITOR INFORMATION: 
 
York Gate Garden is open from Sunday 27 March – Friday 30 September 2016 from Sunday to 
Thursday (and Bank Holiday Mondays) from 12.30 – 4.30pm 
www.yorkgate.org.uk  
 
Fullers Mill Garden is open from Friday 1 April until Friday 30 September 2016 on Wednesdays, 
Fridays and Sundays from 2 - 5pm 
www.fullersmillgarden.org.uk 
 
The Laskett Gardens are open to pre-booked groups of 20 or more on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
April to September  
www.thelaskettgardens.co.uk  

 
 
Notes for Editors 
 
For all media enquiries, interviews, photographs and additional information, please contact: 
 
Clare Johnson | clare@bloom-pr.co.uk | 07815 041635 
Jennie Spears | jennie@bloom-pr.co.uk | 07944 552634 
 
ABOUT PERENNIAL: 
Perennial offers free, confidential advice and support to everyone working in or retired from 
horticulture and their families, including gardeners, landscapers, nursery and garden centre staff, 
parks and grounds care staff and tree surgeons. People turn to Perennial for financial and emotional 
help in times of need because of disability, sickness, poverty, financial hardship and old age – 
although increasingly younger people are seeking their assistance. Many individuals describe the 
services Perennial offers as a 'lifeline'. The work of Perennial depends entirely on voluntary 
donations from the horticultural industry and the garden-loving public.  
 
Find out more at www.perennial.org.uk. Follow us on Twitter @PerennialGRBS or find us on 
Facebook. 

 

http://www.bloom-pr.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/bloom_pr
https://www.facebook.com/BloomPRandComms
http://www.yorkgate.org.uk/
http://www.fullersmillgarden.org.uk/
http://www.thelaskettgardens.co.uk/
mailto:clarejohnson2@me.com
mailto:jennie@bloom-pr.co.uk
http://www.perennial.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/PerennialGRBS
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Perennial-Gardeners-Royal-Benevolent-Society/326643253495?fref=ts


 

 
 
GARDEN PRESS EVENT 
Thursday 18 February 2016  

 
MEDIA INFORMATION 

 
 

www.bloom-pr.co.uk | @bloom_pr | Bloom PR & Communications 

 

 

Special Events programme offers garden lovers exclusive tours and events and 
raises money for Perennial throughout the year 

 

 
 
Perennial’s history is rooted in the great gardens and country estates of Great Britain. It is proud 
to continue its association with private gardens throughout the UK by offering an annual selection 
of exclusive garden tours and visits for all those who love gardens to enjoy. 
 
In 2016 the events programme includes a sold out tour of The Laskett Gardens with owner and 
designer Sir Roy Strong and sold out Head Gardener tours of Eton College Gardens, Winchester 
College Gardens and the gardens of Inner & Middle Temple. 
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The following events still have availability: 
 
9 June 11am – 3pm £50 
The Walled Nursery – guided tour of a Victorian walled kitchen garden with Emma and Monty Davis. 
Hawkhurst, Kent 
 
14 June 10am – 12.30pm £60 
Glemham Hall Gardens – a guided tour of the garden, which dates back to 1560, with Glemhams’ Head 
Gardener, followed by a local pub lunch. 
Woodbridge, Suffolk 
 
21 June 11am – 3pm £65 
Cottesbrooke Hall Gardens – a guided garden tour with Head Gardener Phylip Statner. 
Northampton 
 
23 June 10am – 12.30pm £65 
Dorfold Hall Gardens – a guided tour led by Head Gardener Nigel Oliver followed by lunch in a local pub 
Nantwich, Cheshire 
 
9 July 11am – 3.30pm £45 
Linden Lodge – a tour of one of the most inspirational gardens of England, as featured in the bestselling 
book The Great Gardens of England: 100 Inspirational Gardens, followed by a picnic lunch in the garden. 
York 
 
19 July 10.30am – 4pm £40 
Fullers Mill Garden – a tour of an enchanting garden created by Bernard Tickner with a welcome from him 
and a guided tour with Head Gardener Annie Dellbridge. 
West Stow, Suffolk 
 
25 July 11am – 3pm £70 
Helmingham Hall Gardens – garden tour led by Lady Xa Tollemache followed by lunch in the Coach House 
Tearooms 
Stowmarket, Suffolk 
 
26 July 10.30am – 3.30pm £45 
York Gate Garden – a tour of one of Britain’s best-loved small gardens, owned and maintained by Perennial.  
Adel, Leeds 
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15 September 11am – 3pm £55 
Brightling Down Farm – guided tour of the garden designed by renowned design team Acres Wild with 
Head Gardener Francesca Murrell followed by a picnic lunch in the garden. 
East Sussex 
 
21 September 10.30am – 2.30pm £65 
Gayton Hall Gardens – a private tour of the gardens of a Grade II listed Georgian house in Norfolk, seldom 
open to the public, with Head Gardens Damon Hill. 
King’s Lynn, Norfolk 

 
For further information visit http://perennial.org.uk/home/events-gifts-and-gardens/events/  
 
Notes for Editors 
 
For all media enquiries, interviews, photographs and additional information, please contact: 
 
Clare Johnson | clare@bloom-pr.co.uk | 07815 041635 
Jennie Spears | jennie@bloom-pr.co.uk | 07944 552634 
 
ABOUT PERENNIAL: 
Perennial offers free, confidential advice and support to everyone working in or retired from horticulture 
and their families, including gardeners, landscapers, nursery and garden centre staff, parks and grounds 
care staff and tree surgeons. People turn to Perennial for financial and emotional help in times of need 
because of disability, sickness, poverty, financial hardship and old age – although increasingly younger 
people are seeking their assistance. Many individuals describe the services Perennial offers as a 
'lifeline'. The work of Perennial depends entirely on voluntary donations from the horticultural industry and 
the garden-loving public.  
 
Find out more at www.perennial.org.uk. Follow us on Twitter @PerennialGRBS or find us on Facebook. 
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HortAid 2016 – anyone can fundraise for Perennial 
 

 
 
UK horticulture’s trade charity Perennial is calling on supporters to step up to the challenge this year 
by taking part in the annual fundraising campaign HortAid 2016. Whether your preference is running, 
skydiving, cycling or tackling a muddy assault course, Perennial has a range of exciting challenge 
events available that participants can sign up for now. Perennial relies on the industry as well as the 
garden-loving public to help it raise vital funds to provide support for horticulturists in need.  
 
Perennial has teamed up with organisers of the Nuts Challenge to present a special Go Nuts for 
HortAid Challenge on 18 September. Teams of between five and ten members are invited to battle it 
out in one of the muddiest assault courses around.  
 
Chris Crooker, Events Manager at Perennial says: “We expect Go Nuts for HortAid will be the largest 
organised challenge event for HortAid 2016 and we already have more than 20 people who have 
pledged to take part. It takes place in Dorking and is supported by BBC Surrey who will broadcast live 
on the day. Teams will have to conquer 5km, 60 obstacles and lashings of mud but it’s fantastic fun 
and can be tackled by all abilities.”  
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The most ambitious challenge proposed for this year’s HortAid is ‘The Three Peakers Ride Again’. The 
team that tackled the Three Peaks Extreme in aid of Perennial back in 2013 have unveiled their plans 
for a new and equally gruelling challenge for 2016. The fearless group of horticulturists and suppliers 
will race from Snowdon to Lands End by bike in September, with two teams going head to head, one 
by road and one off-road, setting themselves a target of raising £50,000.  
 
One person who has a particularly personal reason for challenging himself for Perennial this year is 
Peter Mills, who has signed up to take part in the London to Brighton bike ride on 11 September. Less 
than two years ago he contacted Perennial for help after a serious accident at work left him severely 
injured.  
 
Peter explains: “The help I received from Perennial when I was at my lowest was invaluable and I can 
honestly say it turned my life around. By raising money for HortAid, I want to help give back to the 
brilliant charity that was there for me and my family when we most needed it.”  
 
For all the adrenaline junkies out there, Perennial is putting together a team of sky-divers to take 
part in the Guinness World Record attempt for the most tandem skydives in 24 hours from the height 
10,000 ft. The team of 10 will take to the skies on Sunday 11th June with hundreds of other skydivers 
to set a new world record while raising money for Perennial.  
 
Places are now available for runners to take part in the British 10k London on 10 July. Although 
Perennial’s allocated places for the Royal Parks Half Marathon and the Virgin Money London 
Marathon are now filled, the charity would like to hear from anyone who has secured a place in any 
of these events via the public ballot and offers help and support with fundraising should you wish to 
support Perennial. Similarly anyone who prefers to come up with their own plans for raising money, 
Perennial will help support and promote their efforts.  
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Confirmed events to sign up for now: 
 

Skydive for Perennial (dates throughout the year + possible Guinness World Record attempt 
on 11 June) 
 
The British 10K London (10 July 2016) 
 
London to Brighton Bike Ride (11 September 2016)  
 
Nuts Challenge (18 September 2016)  
 
 
To find out more about any of the events, visit www.hortaid.org.uk call Chris Crooker on 0800 093 
8510 or email: hortaid@perennial.org.uk 
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For all media enquiries, interviews, photographs and additional information, please contact: 
 
Clare Johnson | clare@bloom-pr.co.uk | 07815 041635 
Jennie Spears | jennie@bloom-pr.co.uk | 07944 552634 
 
ABOUT PERENNIAL: 
Perennial offers free, confidential advice and support to everyone working in or retired from 
horticulture and their families, including gardeners, landscapers, nursery and garden centre staff, 
parks and grounds care staff and tree surgeons. People turn to Perennial for financial and emotional 
help in times of need because of disability, sickness, poverty, financial hardship and old age – 
although increasingly younger people are seeking their assistance. Many individuals describe the 
services Perennial offers as a 'lifeline'. The work of Perennial depends entirely on voluntary 
donations from the horticultural industry and the garden-loving public.  
 
Find out more at www.perennial.org.uk. Follow us on Twitter @PerennialGRBS or find us on 
Facebook. 
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NEWS RELEASE 
18 February 2016: for immediate release 

 
GIMA Golf Day will raise money for Perennial and Greenfingers in June 2016 

 

 
Photo: © Jennie Spears/Perennial 

 
The Garden Industry Manufacturers Association (GIMA) has announced that its annual 
Charity Golf Day will donate to both Greenfingers and Perennial this year. For the third year 
running the event is returning to the Telford Hotel and Golf Resort in Shropshire on 9th June 
2016. Designed by renowned course architects John Harris and Brian Griffiths, this 18 hole 
course is where Ian Woosnam won his first professional tournament. This will be the first 
year the event has donated proceeds to Perennial. 
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Colin Wetherley-Mein, Retail Sales Manager at Vitax and GIMA President, says: 

 
“Our annual golf day raises a significant amount of money for our chosen charities. We 
have traditionally donated to Greenfingers, helping its great work in building gardens at 
children’s hospices throughout the UK. This year I am pleased to include Perennial as our 
second nominated charity, recognising its unique position in our industry, helping all 
those working in or retired from horticulture. We hope this year’s event is as popular as 
ever and I look forward to working with the Perennial team over the coming months.” 

 
Laura Garnett, Development Manager at Perennial, says: 
 

“We are thrilled to be working with GIMA to promote their Charity Golf Day this year. Our 
charity nomination from the President is testament to our growing standing in the UK 
horticulture industry and an ever-growing awareness of how Perennial helps all 
horticulturists, including those working in the retail and supply sectors. We look forward 
to helping GIMA promote the event.” 

 
There are lots of ways to get involved with the event. Organisers are looking for sponsorship 
and donations for the charity raffle that will be held during the evening dinner. Individuals or 
teams of four can book a place at the tournament or can choose to attend the dinner and / 
or stay at the golf resort for the evening. Full details can be found at 
http://gima.org.uk/charity-golf-day/  
 
– ENDS – 
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ABOUT PERENNIAL: 
Perennial offers free, confidential advice and support to everyone working in or retired from 
horticulture and their families, including gardeners, landscapers, nursery and garden centre staff, 
parks and grounds care staff and tree surgeons. People turn to Perennial for financial and emotional 
help in times of need because of disability, sickness, poverty, financial hardship and old age – 
although increasingly younger people are seeking their assistance. Many individuals describe the 
services Perennial offers as a 'lifeline'. The work of Perennial depends entirely on voluntary 
donations from the horticultural industry and the garden-loving public.  
 
Find out more at www.perennial.org.uk. Follow us on Twitter @PerennialGRBS or find us on 
Facebook. 

 
ABOUT GIMA: 
The Garden Industry Manufacturer’s Association (GIMA) is a dynamic and proactive membership 
organisation representing the majority share of suppliers and manufacturers operating within the UK 
gardening industry.  Formed over 15 years ago, its goal is to promote the commercial, trading and 
industrial interests of its members. 
 
The range of services and support provided is extensive, offering something for all members, 
regardless of their size or heritage.   By running key industry networking events, offering targeted 
business services and tangible financial benefits, membership continues to grow, making GIMA a 
powerful voice in the gardening industry. 
 
Find out more at www.gima.org.uk  
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Gifts for garden lovers from Perennial  

Perennial’s range of products not only make perfect gift ideas, what’s more all profits go towards 
helping fund the charity’s services for horticulturists in times of crisis. Shop online or find Perennial at 
the major flower shows throughout 2016.  

GIFTS FOR HER 
 

Madaraff Hats and Bags 
This beautiful range of handmade hats and bags is produced by 
skilled artisans in Madagascar. These eco-friendly products are all 
made by family-run co-operatives using raffia, sisal and other 
renewable and sustainable raw materials. Available in a variety of 
colours and designs, the must have sun-hats (£20) are hugely 
popular at the Perennial stand at Chelsea and Hampton.  
 
 

Shrieking Violets Jewellery 
Hand made with real flowers, the new range of beautiful jewellery from Shrieking 
Violets uses sterling silver and real roses and forget-me-nots encapsulated in 
resin. Choose from delicate drop earrings (£24.99), a teardrop necklace (£24.99) 
or elegant bracelet (£39.99).  

 
 

 
GIFTS FOR HIM 
 
The Multi-Shifter 

The Multi-Shifter is a fabulously versatile tool that does the 
job of a spade, broom and rake. An indispensable piece of 
kit for all seasons, it has many uses from shifting snow to 
clearing leaves, weeds, mud, twigs or ground water. Durable 
and easy to assemble, its long pine handle means no 
bending, easing pressure on the user’s back. 
Available in black, green, blue, yellow, grey (£19.99)  
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XHose Pro 
Made out of even more durable material and brass fittings, the XHose Pro is 
designed for the most demanding of uses. It never kinks, is still lightweight 
and has a wider diameter for a more powerful spray. The XHose is available 
from Perennial in three lengths [fully expanded]: 25ft (£25), 50ft (£35) and 
75ft (£45)  

 

Bulldog Premier Tools 
This wonderful range of high-quality tools are built to stand the test of time. 
Bulldog Tools have been made at Clarington Forge in Wigan since 1780, the only 
full time forge still making spades and forks in the UK. 
Planting Trowel - £12.99 Hand Fork - £12.99 
Pruning Shear - £15.99  Ratchet Pruner - £15.99 
Dibber - £24.99   Extendable Lopping Shears - £34.99 
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although increasingly younger people are seeking their assistance. Many individuals describe the 
services Perennial offers as a 'lifeline'. The work of Perennial depends entirely on voluntary 
donations from the horticultural industry and the garden-loving public.  
 
Find out more at www.perennial.org.uk. Follow us on Twitter @PerennialGRBS or find us on 
Facebook. 
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Helping horticulturists in need for over 175 years: 
How Perennial’s services reach those who need them most 

 
Over the last five years there has been a general trend of increasing client numbers and in 
2015 there was a particular increase in the south of England. It is thought that higher costs 
of living in the south, particularly accommodation, have contributed to the increase in 
casework in this area and an additional Perennial Caseworker was recruited in 2015 to help 
with this. The increase in case workload can also be attributed to a general increase of 
complexity in client issues.  
 
HOW WE HELP: 
In 2015, Perennial assisted its clients in accessing over £1.33million in direct financial help. 
This included: 
 

 Over £450,000 in direct financial aid from Perennial. The majority of these funds 
were used for day-to-day living grants and debt clearance.  

 Over £707,000 worth of statutory benefits that caseworkers assisted clients in 
claiming 

 A further £121,200 in backdated benefits that were owed 

 Over £44,800 in grants from other sources 

 And a further £10,500 gained by the Debt Advice Team from other sources such as 
refunds from miss-sold PPI 

 
In addition, over £47,000 of client debt was written off in 2015.  
 
Caseworkers have spent more time helping each individual client over the last year as the 
nature of the problems faced has become increasingly complex, in part due to on-going 
changes to the benefits system and more frequent reviews and medical assessments 
required.  
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DEBT ADVICE: 
Perennial has seen a year-on-year increase in the number of people using its specialist debt 
advice service since its launch in 2007. Over 300 people were helped last year – nearly a 
quarter of all those helped by Perennial needed help with debts. The service helped write off 
over £44,000 of debt and secured additional financial help of over £20,000 for clients, many 
of whom had fallen into debt due to injury at work, long-term illness or unexpected 
unemployment due to redundancy.  
 
TRAINING: 
Almost £47,000 was made available through training grants, placements and funding for 
short courses for horticultural students through Perennial’s Lironi Training Fund in 2015.  
 
For more information about the range of free and confidential services Perennial offers its 
clients, please visit www.perennial.org.uk/help  
 
Notes for Editors 
 
For all media enquiries, interviews, photographs and additional information, please contact: 
 
Clare Johnson | clare@bloom-pr.co.uk | 07815 041635 
Jennie Spears | jennie@bloom-pr.co.uk | 07944 552634 
 
ABOUT PERENNIAL: 
Perennial offers free, confidential advice and support to everyone working in or retired from 
horticulture and their families, including gardeners, landscapers, nursery and garden centre staff, 
parks and grounds care staff and tree surgeons. People turn to Perennial for financial and emotional 
help in times of need because of disability, sickness, poverty, financial hardship and old age – 
although increasingly younger people are seeking their assistance. Many individuals describe the 
services Perennial offers as a 'lifeline'. The work of Perennial depends entirely on voluntary 
donations from the horticultural industry and the garden-loving public.  
 
Find out more at www.perennial.org.uk. Follow us on Twitter @PerennialGRBS or find us on 
Facebook. 
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Perennial Partner scheme provides UK horticulture industry with sustainable way 
of supporting the only charity dedicated to helping all horticulturists 

 

 
Caption: Anita Bates, Perennial’s Director of Marketing and Development, presenting a Perennial Partner certificate to 
Sheila Hill, UK General Manager of Scotts Miracle-Gro at the Garden Press Event on 18 February. 
Photo: © Jamie Hill/Perennial 

 
Perennial offers free, confidential advice and support to everyone working in or retired from 
horticulture and their families, including gardeners, landscapers, nursery and garden centre staff, 
parks and grounds care staff and tree surgeons.  
 
The Perennial Partner scheme generates an essential, regular income for the charity, enabling it to 
plan its services for the future and commit to recruiting the caseworkers and debt advisers so 
heavily relied upon by its clients. In return, the scheme offers considerable online and offline 
promotional benefits throughout the year.  
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Businesses can choose the level of support that is appropriate for their business – Diamond 
(launched January 2016), Platinum, Gold, Silver or Bronze, ranging from £5,000 to £100.  
 
Mark Gregory, Chairman of the Association of Professional Landscapers (APL) and MD of Landform 
Consultants says, 
 

“The more I hear about the work that Perennial does, the more impressed I am, and the more convinced 
I am that we should all be Perennial Partners. These guys support us when the going gets tough, so we 
should support them.” 

 
Giles Heap, MD of CED Stone Group, says,  
 

“Our support for Perennial has grown over the past two years into a relationship we are truly proud of 
at CED Stone Group. From our involvement with the charity’s 175th anniversary exhibit at the RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show 2014 to our sponsorship of the Party for Perennial in January 2015 & 2016. 
 
We are committed to helping raise awareness of and significant funds for the only charity that looks 
after UK horticulturists when times get tough. We think the best way UK horticulture businesses can 
support Perennial is through its Perennial Partnership scheme that we have signed up to this year. 
 
It provides a much-needed regular income for the charity and allows all businesses, of any size, to 
support Perennial at a level that suits them. We look forward to our continued  
involvement with Perennial and hope to play a part in its important development over the coming 
years.” 

 
The Worshipful Company of Gardeners, an ancient livery company, which can trace its origins back 
to 1345, became the first Diamond Level Partner in January 2016. Master, Bernard Williams said:  
 

“We are delighted to become the first Diamond Partner demonstrating our support for this amazing 
charity. We look forward to working ever more closely with Perennial.” 

 
For more information about the Perennial Partner scheme and how it can help businesses working 
within the horticulture sector, visit http://perennial.org.uk/home/how-you-can-help/get-your-
company-involved/  
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Current list of Perennial Partners: 
 

4th Corner Ltd 
AA - Arboricultural Association 
Arbour Design & Build 
Barton Grange Garden Centre 
Bloom PR & Communications 
Bowles & Wyer 
Butter Wakefield Garden Design 
Burgon & Ball 
Coolings Nurseries 
Cornerways Nursery 
DeakinLock Garden Design 
Designs By Katja Ltd 
Dougal Philip 
Dove Associates 
Easton Walled Gardens 
Glendale Managed Services 
Ginger Horticulture - Jonathon Ward 
Grace Landscapes 
Green-Tech Limited 
Hambrook Landscapes Ltd 
Hunts Tree Garden Services Ltd 
Scotts Miracle-Gro 

Jim's Mowing UK 
Joseph Jones Contract Gardeners Ltd 
Joseph Rochford Gardens Ltd 
Kings Landscapes 
Landform Consultants Limited 
The Landscape Show Limited 
Majestic Trees 
Notcutts Ltd 
Oak View Landscapes Ltd 
Outdoor Options Ltd 
The Outdoor Room 
Ovation 
Pennells & Sons 
Potted Garden Nursery 
Quadron Services 
Readyhedge Ltd 
Rigby Taylor 
Silverland Stone 
Wych Cross Nurseries 
Walberton Nursery 
The Worshipful Company of Gardeners 
Yorkshire Agricultural Society 
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Who’s Who at Perennial 
 
Perennial is the only charity dedicated to looking after all UK horticulturists – of working age 
or retired – when times get tough. Its free and confidential services are often described 
simply as a ‘lifeline’ by those the charity helps.  
 
Perennial can supply spokespeople to comment on a range of issues affecting horticulturists 
including debt, financial hardship, unemployment, bereavement, long-term sickness and 
work-place injury.  
 
Executive Team: 
Richard Capewell, Chief Executive 
Sheila Thomson, Director of Services 
Anita Bates, Director of Marketing & Development 
Simon Kemp, Director of Finance 
 
Non-executive Trustees include: 
Dougal Philip, Chair of Trustees, founder and owner of New Hopetoun Gardens, former RHS 
Council member and past President of the Horticultural Trades Association. 
Neville Stein, MD of Ovation Business Consultants 
Carol Paris, Chief Executive of Horticultural Trades Association 
Heather Barratt-Mold, horticulturist and former Principal of Pershore College. 
Jim Buttress VMH, Vice-President of Perennial and one of the UK’s leading gardening experts 
 
Full details can be found at http://perennial.org.uk/home/about-us/staffjobs/  
 
In addition, Perennial has a range of client stories available for media use to demonstrate 
the difference the charity makes to people’s lives. You can read about some of these stories 
at www.perennial.org.uk/success  
 
For all media enquiries, interviews, photographs and additional information, please contact: 
 
Clare Johnson | clare@bloom-pr.co.uk | 07815 041635 
Jennie Spears | jennie@bloom-pr.co.uk | 07944 552634 
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Contact details for Media 
 
Clare Johnson and Jennie Spears of Bloom PR & Communications handle media enquiries for 
Perennial. Contact either Clare or Jennie with questions, media enquiries, photo requests or 
article ideas.  
 

Clare Johnson 
Tel: 07815 041635 
Email: clare@bloom-pr.co.uk 
 
Jennie Spears 
Tel: 07944 552634 
Email: jennie@bloom-pr.co.uk 
 
Alternatively call Perennial directly on 0800 093 8510 or email info@perennial.org.uk  
 
 
ABOUT PERENNIAL: 
Perennial offers free, confidential advice and support to everyone working in or retired from 
horticulture and their families, including gardeners, landscapers, nursery and garden centre staff, 
parks and grounds care staff and tree surgeons. People turn to Perennial for financial and emotional 
help in times of need because of disability, sickness, poverty, financial hardship and old age – 
although increasingly younger people are seeking their assistance. Many individuals describe the 
services Perennial offers as a 'lifeline'. The work of Perennial depends entirely on voluntary 
donations from the horticultural industry and the garden-loving public.  
 
Find out more at www.perennial.org.uk. Follow us on Twitter @PerennialGRBS or find us on 
Facebook. 
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